RALPH    RASHLEIGH
sleep, spent the night alternately feasting his imagination on
the future, and reading a book which he found in his
bedroom.
In the morning he took boat up to Lambeth and break-
fasted, going to his lodgings by hackney coach imme-
diately after his meal. He concealed all his gold and notes
except about one hundred pounds, and departed by coach
for the City. Here by adroit questioning and listening, he
learnt that the police were baffled by the crime, and had
that morning arrested all the workmen employed in the
repairing of the sewer, so that they could all be closely
questioned. As a number of the workmen had not returned
to work, there were some grounds for the suspicions of the
authorities that the gang was concerned in the robbery.
Placards offering a reward of five hundred pounds for the
detection of the guilty parties were already posted outside
the Guildhall. Rashleigh stayed that night at the *Swan
with Two Necks,' in Lad Lane, and next morning con-
tinued his inquiries. He, posing as a visitor from Bristol,
chatted with a civic functionary at the Guildhall, from whom
he learnt that the watchman who had accosted him on Sun-
day night in Lombard Street, had come forward and told his
tale. In spite of the fact that the magistrates could make
nothing of this information, Rashleigh was alarmed, anda
content with what he had learned, took coach at once for
his favourite retreat, at Farnham in Surrey. Here he decided
to remain until it would be safe to return to his lodgings,
pack his spoil and leave for foreign parts. He had heard
that all the ports were being closely watched, and therefore
he did not dare to make a precipitate flight.
About a fortnight later, he was sitting at breakfast in
the inn> when he read in a newspaper that which made him
leave his breakfast unfinished and leave immediately for
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